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On the Opening of
the Commemorative Exhibition

When we decided to establish the Seoul National University Heritage
Library, it was inevitable for us to contemplate the nature and the role of a library.
The Park Wansuh Archive is what the SNU Library arrived at as the ultimate
realization of that contemplation.

A university library is where the hope and vitality of the youth, as they
dream of the future, become exuberant. Knowledge and wisdom they master here,
during their university years, will be the very key that raises them up in times of
crisis and serves as a key to the doors of their future. We hope these keys will open
doors that guide them toward the warm path of empathy and consideration.

Park Wansuh is an author who maintained to write the love of mankind
during an impoverished era, also the one who most transparently fulfilled the
mission we dream of. Her life and literary works will become the key for the
present generation to learn a generous and sophisticated attitude toward life,
thereby cultivating the world to be profound and warm.

An immense number of individuals have contributed their efforts and
support, enabling our mission to establish an archive that holds Park Wansuh’s life
and spirit. It is a truly wondrous and beautiful occasion that we built this gift of a

place and an exhibition to welcome future generations

Park Wansuh
(AMpEfE, 1931.9.15.~2011.1.22.)

A representative writer of Korean literature, Park Wansuh was born in

1931 in Bakjeok-gol, Gaepung, Gyeonggi Province. In 1950, after graduating
from Sookmyung Girls’ High School, she enrolled in the Department of
Korean Language and Literature at the College of Arts and Sciences, Seoul
National University. Although she suspended her studies due to the Korean
War, she began her literary career when her novel ["The Naked Tree) won the
"Woman Dongal] contest for full length novels. Until her passing in 2011, she
published novels, essays, and children’s stories addressing war tragedy, middle-
class consciousness, women’s issues, and aging, based on her autobiographical
experiences. She received an honorary doctorate of letters in 2006 and the

Geumgwan Order of Cultural Merit in 2011.
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Park Wansuh,
an Author who Spanned Five Centuries

In 1996, Park Wansuh remarked in her retrospection, “It feels as if I have
lived for five hundred years.” She passed away in 2011 at the age of 80. Born in
1931, her life went through the turbulence of modern Korean history, marked by
the Japanese occupation, the Korean War, rapid industrialization, and the rise of
the middle class.

The immense volume of life Park Wansuh bore served as both the reason
and motivation for her writing. She emphasized that to create a great work,
“experiences must accumulate inside until they become a rumbling,” meaning one
must wait for life’s diverse experiences to naturally emerge as text. The abundant
experiences she gathered over a period as dense as five hundred years became the
foundation of her literary ground.

Park Wansuh Archive preserves not only her literary works but also
numerous books that inspired her, personal belongings she used throughout her
life, letters to family and friends, journals, and photographs. These materials allow
us to explore specific aspects of her life, the five hundred years she lived, and the

great flow of modern Korean history.
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DA HitN, Y01 ZAUHH, HebM, <@lz0| Hofzb, EojlA| 2l o=,
1949, AFZEL. 19704cH, S0|.

Park Wansuh in High school, Yearbook Park Wansuh, <To Wonsun>, Note to her
of Sookmyung Girls’ High School, 1949, daughter, 1970s, paper.

Photograph.

ERA| 2| QiE ME, 2011, TAQ} HFFL], 37.5 x 26.3 x 33 cm.
Books She Read Right Before Passing, 2011, Books and a Basket, 37.5 x 26.3 x 33 cm.
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The First and the Last Desk

Park Wansuh’s home in Achiul, Guri, is known as the ‘Yellow House,’
which features a cozy, nice study. With a bookshelf and desk on the left, the room
allows one to view the beautiful garden through a large window on the right. It
was at this very desk that her novels, including TA Very Old JokeJ , and [The
Man’s House , were completed.

As a ‘room of one’s own’ she finally owned as a woman writer, her study
holds a greater significance compared to those of her male contemporaries.
However, securing a space and time for herself was not an easy task as a mother
of five. When she wrote ['The Naked Tree , she had to lie on her stomach in a
dark room while caring for her family. It took 15 years after her debut for her to
finally have a desk of her own, in 1985.

SNU Library preserved and brought in the Achiul Study, which Park
Wansuh cherished with special care, exactly as it was. While she changed her
chairs several times throughout her life, she never replaced this desk. Therefore,
the desk in the Achiul Study is the first and the last desk. It is the desk that holds
extraordinary energy and warm heart of the one who went through the difficulties

of life.
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Ofx|22| Mxf, 2002, AFEL
Study in Achiul, 2002, Photograph.

H201, <OFRIAZ(HIEEFE) 31T, 2005, Z0|0]| 2, 66.6 x 28.6¢cm.
Kwon Ok Yon, Acha Sogeo Signboard, 2005, Ink on paper, 66.6 x 28.6 cm.

Ml 244k 1986, S, 150.0 x 80.0 x 72.8cm.
Study Desk, 1986, Wood, 150.0 x 80.0 x 72.8cm.
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Garden of Youth Cultivated in Old Age

After moving into the “Yellow House’ in Achiul, Guri, Park Wansuh
spent the last ten years of her life there until 2011. To her, who felt suffocated by
apartment life, the Yellow House was a place of such huge comfort that she once
remarked, “Even just thinking about it, I cannot stop smiling.”

As soon as she moved into the Yellow House, the first thing Park Wansuh
did was to cultivate the ‘Garden of Youth.” In this garden she grew many flowers
from Bakjeok-gol, the hometown in the North she missed. With about 100 types
of flowers blooming and falling through the seasons, she felt an ecstasy as if she
were floating on air. Grabbing a hand hoe and stroking the ground on her own
presented her with invaluable happiness and peace.

Among all the flowers and trees in the garden, her favorite was the
apricot tree. It was because it reminded her of the apricot tree in Bakjeok-gol,
and resembled “Tree”, a painting by Park Sookeun. Every June, she would take
the fruits from the tree to make jam. Sharing this apricot jam with others was
an annual event, which proves that tending the garden was a joyful labor that

nourished her life in her later years.
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OFXI2 Bgio| ¥i2hM, 20001CH, AL,
Park Wansuh in Achiul Garden, 2000s, Photograph.

OfX|2 HRloll Bl 25(2£, 12|, 2YSH), 2025, AT, T3 &Y.
Flowers in Bloom in the Achiul Garden, 2025, Photograph, Photo by Ho Won Sook.

30|, =04, Zx, 33.0 x 13.0 x 5.0 cm.
Hand Hoe(Homi), Date Unknown, Iron, 33.0 x 13.0 x 5.0 cm.




sehnf ofsfolet 4 7l

HiotA 25to| M| B7|, MM - LS - oM

—

of we} & omo] WAk e AT,

A WAS SAs oM Hheba Zato] ASa) 5 st
£ A4 olopr|of] FaRtt. A7te] A AYo] motE AEE & F2
a5 Aol 7111, Fof 74 B HeA A E2 ARIES &5 H
‘ot 119 1A 7)ol S o] Zi7to] thbA 2ok

o2 HiFa ol e A wslE 21 55 4
ARt oh= AbRlel] 2oieRl 2T T2 SASY ol7|dE HiEst
AL, AR A2 ee]o] ThsAde FASHEA thRl tiF AR AAt
| ErebA Eotel tis/dE ATt

npAEfo. 2 ‘of /st wHTHoll s ZHREA ARRlollA of/dE
=2 Y B Aot AleE 7hRAEE o4 et it 7hs/de
Fohs Bk e] HulUSs 238 37405 duERIA, 25 HhekA
woto] |Al= wn|UEe] ARE A=

Three Main Streams of Park Wansuh'’s Literary
Works: War, Public, and Women

Tracing the literary world of Park Wansuh is an ambitious and challenging
task, as her work profoundly encompasses a century of modern Korean society.
Nevertheless, this exhibition focuses on three core pillars of her literature: War, the
Public, and Women. For these themes, we suggest exploring nine of her novels.

First, in ‘Giving witness to the war’, we examine the war narratives that
permeate the beginning and the end of Park Wansuh’s literature. We step closer
into her memory of war, by mapping the significant locations from her novels that
hold the writer’s actual experiences, and with the help of photographs of historical
landscapes and her life that bring those memories back to life.

Next, in ‘Engaging with the public’, we delve into her critiques of the
materialism and middle-class hypocrisy that gripped Korean society during the era
of rapid post-war growth. We also reevaluate Park Wansuh’s works as reproduced
in mass media, exploring the possibility of a healthy capitalism.

Lastly, in ‘Dreaming of women’s liberation’, we examine Park Wansuh’s
feminist trilogy that explores the possibility of female hostility and solidarity,
while intersecting oppression of women, generations, and social classes within the
patriarchal society. Thus, we reassess the feminist insights Park Wansuh's literature

poses today.
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"The Naked Tree, the 3rd Women’s Novel
Contest Winner Announced, "Woman Dongay,
1970.11.

—_
MO ®

&“ﬁwu.now\\l

SR s

Heold
BRIt
X9 el sus

AAe FT 4 A B2 A A
a1,

200 wasa

HiLN, MHE = ZE 15}, T EAYE, 1982.4.

!

i

|}
¥

LIS A4 et} HE ST

A

, 1970, AFZL

Park Wansuh and her husband, Ho Youngjin,
on the award ceremony day for FThe Naked
Treey, 1970, Photograph.

Ccatop<0|2> 181 1996.1.23., G4, 598 30X,
MBC %}, MBC 2%
Drama <Mimang> Episode 1, 1996.1.23., Video,

59 min 30 sec, Produced by MBC, Provided by
MBC.
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Park Wansuh, The First Installment of "The Wandering Marriage, , FJubu Saenghwal(Housewife’s

Life)s, 1982.4.
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Park Wansuh's Literary Works on the Global Stage

The literary works of Park Wansuh have garnered immense love not only
in Korea but also from readers across the globe. Since the first translation in 1978,
approximately 93 translated editions have been published to date: 7 editions in
the 1970s to 80s, 17 editions in the 90s, 29 editions in the 2000s, 27 editions
in the 2010s, and 13 editions in 2020s. Even now, new translations continue to
be actively produced. Among these, the Park Wansuh Archive has collected and
currently holds 88 of these editions.

Internationally, her works have been translated into 20 languages across 25
nations: 21 editions in English, 14 in Japanese, 13 in Chinese, and 10 in French.
Her literature has also been translated in Hungarian, Romanian, Dutch, Turkish,
Hebrew, and other relatively unfamiliar languages. This shows that Park Wansuh’s
literature has built a broad global readership, transcending the boundaries of
language and culture.

The most translated work, available in the greatest variety of languages,
is the novel ["Who Ate Up All the Shinga?J . It has been rendered into 13
languages, including Japanese, English, French, Romanian, and Turkish and
other languages. It is noticeable that her work, based on the autobiographical
experience during the Korean War, depicting the reality of Korean history,

continues to resonate with universal empathy from readers worldwide.
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HietM |, raiCEta A MM, SHAL L=, 1978
Park Wansuh et al., Anthology of Modern Korean Fiction, Dongseongsa, Japan, 1978.

"1 4 MO 47} RS, A 1321,
13 Translated Editions of "Who Ate Up All the Shinga?,

dretn| 2ate] Zoj wejl 21,
Twenty-one volumes of English translations of Park Wansuh’s works.
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Seoul National University, Memories from the
Evergreen Days

To Park Wansuh, Seoul National University was more than just a mere
university. It was a symbolic place where her turbulent youth, the trauma of the
war, and the beginning of her literary works intersected. After the liberation,
due to the changes in the educational system, she graduated in May, 1950 and
enrolled at Seoul National University in sunny June, when spring was in full
bloom.

However, with the outbreak of the war, in less than a month after entering,
she was forced to leave the university and work at the PX for living. Thereafter,
in the season when the scent of lilacs on the Dongsung-dong campus grew thick,
she felt a deep heartache whenever she passed the College of Arts and Sciences.
Recalling those blindingly bright yet fleeting days, she remarked: “Perhaps the
reason that May was unusually beautiful was because it was the last May of my
youth.”

Nevertheless, her passion for learning never faded. Even while raising five
children, she never let go of her enthusiasm for literature. At last, she made her
debut with ['The Naked Tree)] in 1970. Since then, her literary career flourished
for about 30 years, and in 2006, she received an Honorary Doctorate of Letters. It
was 56 years after her enrollment, and the event was, by coincidence, held in May.
Within the scar left by the June of 1950, Seoul National University would hold a

place in her heart as a memory of an evergreen spring.
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Park Wansuh at the Honorary Doctorate of
Letters Ceremony, 2006, Photograph.
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Honorary Doctorate Diploma from Seoul
National University, 2006, Paper.

B A%

Main Building of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Seen from the Main Gate, 1949,
photograph, Provided by Seoul National University Archives
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Records of Adoration for Life

January 22, 2011, until her passing at the age of 80, Park Wansuh
documented her daily and thoughts with her simple handwriting. The fact that
the 11 volumes of journals are hand-written manuscripts produced over a decade
makes them serve as a vivid testimony to her life and existence, spirit and body
and a report on the great writer’s aging in her later years.

The reason Park Wansuh wanted to remain as a contemporary writer was
because of her love for life, which made writing and life inseparable to her. To her,
writing was her own way of loving life, and at the same time, it was something
drawn from the experience of a life lived devotedly. Also it was taken as a result
and a record of the life she loved. Therefore her ground of writing and ground of
life were one and the same.

If Park Wansuh’s novels marvelously present the truth of life encountered
by people never captured by any great discourse nor ideology, unbound by
pretense nor hypocrisy, it should be because she so purely loved her life until the
very last moment, briskly weeding the ground of her life and digging the well
of experience for all her life. The 11 volumes of journals are a document of Park
Wansuh’s love for life, who lived her life devotedly and sincerely, as if there were

never the same days.
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Park Wansuh, Diaries from 2001 to 2011.
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Park Wansuh, Journal from 2004, 2004.10.1.

A lotus in my heart The fact that literature existed

in such a shabby era makes my heart flutter.”
A memo on "The Man’s House 4

giebA], 20114 Y7[, 2011.1.20. Park Wansuh, Journal from 2011, 2011.1.20.
“aropLpA] a1gfCh 2150k B “Grateful for being alive. Though every day was
SIEQRAT S oH 2 8 FL2 A2 Juft  painful due to illness, how much I would have
Ok mfAfol] ZFAL” missed, if I died. Grateful for everything.”
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02-880-5276
libheritage@snu.ac.kr
https://rarebook.snu.ac.kr
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Exhibtion-related Programs

e Musical Performances
SNUPO Performance
- Venue: SNU Library Kwanjeong Building, Kwanjeong Maru
- Date: 2026.2.9.(Mon) 16:00
- Title: A piano trio on the theme of ‘WANSEO’

Busking by Guitar DoongDoong
- Venue: SNU Library Kwanjeong Building 1F Lobby
- Date: 2026.2.11. (Wed) 14:00 ~ 14:40
Performance Playlist: [Times Lived by Love and Questions]

e Exhibition
Midong Art Exhibition
- Title: "To Behold Park Wansuh: From Literature to Artg
- Venue: SNU Library Kwanjeong Building, Kwanjeong Maru
- Exhibition Period: 2026. 2. 9. (Mon) ~ 4. 30. (Thu)

e Stage Performance
A Play by Theatre of Social Sciences
- Title: Please Enter the Title
- Venue: SNU Library Kwanjeong Building 1F Lobby
- Date: 2026.2.12. (Thu) 16:00 ~ 17:20,
2.13. (Fri) 14:00 ~ 15:20 / 17:00 ~ 18:20

Inaugural Exhibition of Park Wansuh Archive

Organized by: SNU Library
Curated and Produced by: Documentary Heritage Team, SNU Library
Exhibition Venue: SNU Library Main Building 4th floor, HERITAGE
LIBRARY
Exhibition Hours 2026. 2. 9. ~ 4. 30.
Weekdays 10 AM ~ 5 PM
Sat&Sun 1 PM ~ 5 PM

Seoul National University Library, Documentary Heritage Team
08826 Seoul National University Library Main Building(Building 62),
1 Gwanak-ro, Gwanak-gu, Seoul, Korea

02-880-5276
libheritage@snu.ac.kr
https://rarebook.snu.ac.kr
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“The Park Wansuh Archive will serve

as a vibrant cultural landmark

to forever commemorate her generous spirit,
while deeply appreciating the literary significance

of love for humanity.”

Kwon Young-min, Emeritus professor of Seoul National University
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“I hope her study,

which was like a small nest,
will become the place
where younger generations

find special inspiration.”

Ho Won Sook, the eldest daughter of Park Wansuh



